
 
 
In the Last chapter, the Levites were numbered males that were 1 month old and up. That was to 
accomplish the exchange of Levi for the Firstborn.  
In this chapter, the Levites are again numbered, but this time for service. (30 to 50 years old) 
  

Num 4:1   1) The Kohathites vs 1-20 
Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,  

Num 4:2   "Take a census of the descendants of Kohath from among the sons of Levi, by their 
families, by their fathers' households,  

Num 4:3   from thirty years and upward, even to fifty years old, all who enter the service to do the 
work in the tent of meeting.  

• God is asking Moses and Aaron to number the Levites. This time it is men ages 30 to 50. 
• This represent the prime, both wisdom and strength. 

- Younger than 30 – lacks wisdom 
- Older than 50 – lacks strength 

• 30 years of age: 
- David became King at 30  (2 Samuel 5:4)        
- The Levites became eligible to serve at 30 
- Adam was form as a man - assumed 30 
- Jesus began public ministry at 30 years after His birth on Earth.                                 

             (in keeping with this verse 3 in Leviticus 4) 
             Actually, Jesus is ETERNAL. He was not 33 ½ when he died.         
             He may have had earthly flesh for 33 ½ years, but His age was ETERNAL. 

- Possibly, in the resurrection are our new bodies 30 years old? 
• Numbers 8: 24-26 (KJV) “This [is it] that [belongeth] unto the Levites: from twenty and five 

years old and upward they shall go in to wait upon the service of the tabernacle of the 
congregation: And from the age of fifty years they shall cease waiting upon the service 
[thereof], and shall serve no more: But shall minister with their brethren in the tabernacle of 
the congregation, to keep the charge, and shall do no service. Thus shalt thou do unto the 
Levites touching their charge.” 

- It seems that there is a 5 year training period that the priests are waiting upon the 
service that they will perform. 

Num 4:4   "This is the work of the descendants of Kohath in the tent of meeting, concerning the 
most holy things.  

Num 4:5   "When the camp sets out, Aaron and his sons shall go in and they shall take down the veil 
of the screen and cover the ark of the testimony with it;  

Num 4:6   and they shall lay a covering of porpoise skin on it, and shall spread over it a cloth of pure 
blue, and shall insert its poles.  

Num 4:7   "Over the table of the bread of the Presence they shall also spread a cloth of blue and put 
on it the dishes and the pans and the sacrificial bowls and the jars for the drink offering, 
and the continual bread shall be on it.  

Num 4:8   "They shall spread over them a cloth of scarlet material, and cover the same with a 
covering of porpoise skin, and they shall insert its poles.  

Num 4:9   "Then they shall take a blue cloth and cover the lampstand for the light, along with its 
lamps and its snuffers, and its trays and all its oil vessels, by which they serve it;  

Num 4:10   and they shall put it and all its utensils in a covering of porpoise skin, and shall put it on 
the carrying bars.  

Num 4:11   "Over the golden altar they shall spread a blue cloth and cover it with a covering of 
porpoise skin, and shall insert its poles;  

Num 4:12   and they shall take all the utensils of service, with which they serve in the sanctuary, and 
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put them in a blue cloth and cover them with a covering of porpoise skin, and put them on 
the carrying bars.  

Num 4:13   "Then they shall take away the ashes from the altar, and spread a purple cloth over it.  
Num 4:14   "They shall also put on it all its utensils by which they serve in connection with it: the 

firepans, the forks and shovels and the basins, all the utensils of the altar; and they shall 
spread a cover of porpoise skin over it and insert its poles.  

Num 4:15   "When Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy objects and all the furnishings 
of the sanctuary, when the camp is to set out, after that the sons of Kohath shall come to 
carry them, so that they will not touch the holy objects and die. These are the things in the 
tent of meeting which the sons of Kohath are to carry.  

• Aaron and his sons (THE PRIESTS) first cover all the furnishings and utensils BEFORE the 
Kohathites come in to carry out the furnishings as the camp moves out.  

• The Koathites were not to touch the articles. They were to pick up the furnishings and carry 
them with the poles through the rings as they moved out.  

• If the Kohithites touched the holy objects they would die.  
• 1 Chronicles 13:7-10 “And they carried the ark of God in a new cart out of the house of 

Abinadab: and Uzza and Ahio drave the cart. And David and all Israel played before God with all 
[their] might, and with singing, and with harps, and with psalteries, and with timbrels, and with 
cymbals, and with trumpets. And when they came unto the threshing floor of Chidon, Uzza put 
forth his hand to hold the ark; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the LORD was 
kindled against Uzza, and he smote him, because he put his hand to the ark: and there he 
died before God.” 

Num 4:16   "The responsibility of Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest is the oil for the light and the 
fragrant incense and the continual grain offering and the anointing oil—the responsibility 
of all the tabernacle and of all that is in it, with the sanctuary and its furnishings."  

Num 4:17   Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying,  
Num 4:18   "Do not let the tribe of the families of the Kohathites be cut off from among the Levites.  
Num 4:19   "But do this to them that they may live and not die when they approach the most holy 

objects: Aaron and his sons shall go in and assign each of them to his work and to his 
load;  

Num 4:20   but they shall not go in to see the holy objects even for a moment, or they will die."  
• The Koathites were not even allowed to look upon the holy objects. 
• They were under the supervision of Eleazar (Aaron’s eldest son) 

 
Num 4:21   2) The Gershonites vs 21-28 

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,  
Num 4:22   "Take a census of the sons of Gershon also, by their fathers' households, by their families;  
Num 4:23   from thirty years and upward to fifty years old, you shall number them; all who enter to 

perform the service to do the work in the tent of meeting.  
Num 4:24   "This is the service of the families of the Gershonites, in serving and in carrying:  
Num 4:25   they shall carry the curtains of the tabernacle and the tent of meeting with its covering and 

the covering of porpoise skin that is on top of it, and the screen for the doorway of the 
tent of meeting,  

Num 4:26   and the hangings of the court, and the screen for the doorway of the gate of the court 
which is around the tabernacle and the altar, and their cords and all the equipment for 
their service; and all that is to be done, they shall perform.  

Num 4:27   "All the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their loads and in all their work, 
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shall be performed at the command of Aaron and his sons; and you shall assign to them 
as a duty all their loads.  

Num 4:28   "This is the service of the families of the sons of the Gershonites in the tent of meeting, 
and their duties shall be under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.  

• The Gershonites carried the curtains, hangings and screens. 
• After the Kohathites removed the holy objects 
• The Gersonites were supervised by Ithamar. (Another of Aaron’s sons) 

 
Num 4:29   3) The Merarites vs 29-33 

"As for the sons of Merari, you shall number them by their families, by their fathers' 
households;  

Num 4:30   from thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, you shall number them, everyone 
who enters the service to do the work of the tent of meeting.  

Num 4:31   "Now this is the duty of their loads, for all their service in the tent of meeting: the boards 
of the tabernacle and its bars and its pillars and its sockets,  

Num 4:32   and the pillars around the court and their sockets and their pegs and their cords, with all 
their equipment and with all their service; and you shall assign each man by name the 
items he is to carry.  

Num 4:33   "This is the service of the families of the sons of Merari, according to all their service in 
the tent of meeting, under the direction of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest."  

• The Merarites carried the frame, boards, pillars, pegs, sockets and cords. 
• After the Kohathites removed the holy objects and after the Gershonites removed the curtains 

and screens. 
• The Merarites were also supervised by Ithamar. (Same as the Gershonites) 

- This double duty of Ithamar is probably due to the sin and death of Nadab and 
Abihu.  

- Any one man’s sin will always cause a greater burden on other people. 
- Especially in the church. 

 
Num 4:34   4) The Summary vs 34-49 

So Moses and Aaron and the leaders of the congregation numbered the sons of the 
Kohathites by their families and by their fathers' households,  

Num 4:35   from thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for 
work in the tent of meeting.  

Num 4:36   Their numbered men by their families were 2,750.  
Num 4:37   These are the numbered men of the Kohathite families, everyone who was serving in the 

tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the commandment of the 
LORD through Moses.  

Num 4:38   The numbered men of the sons of Gershon by their families and by their fathers' 
households,  

Num 4:39   from thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for 
work in the tent of meeting.  

Num 4:40   Their numbered men by their families, by their fathers' households, were 2,630.  
Num 4:41   These are the numbered men of the families of the sons of Gershon, everyone who was 

serving in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron numbered according to the 
commandment of the LORD.  
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Num 4:42   The numbered men of the families of the sons of Merari by their families, by their fathers' 
households,  

Num 4:43   from thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who entered the service for 
work in the tent of meeting.  

Num 4:44   Their numbered men by their families were 3,200.  
Num 4:45   These are the numbered men of the families of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and 

Aaron numbered according to the commandment of the LORD through Moses.  
Num 4:46   All the numbered men of the Levites, whom Moses and Aaron and the leaders of Israel 

numbered, by their families and by their fathers' households,  
Num 4:47   from thirty years and upward even to fifty years old, everyone who could enter to do the 

work of service and the work of carrying in the tent of meeting.  
Num 4:48   Their numbered men were 8,580.  

• The Kohathites                                                                                                2750 
• The Gershonites                                                                                              2630           
• The Merarites                                                                                                  3200           
• The TOTAL number of Levites available in service 30 yrs to 50 yrs                     8580          

 
Num 4:49   According to the commandment of the LORD through Moses, they were numbered, 

everyone by his serving or carrying; thus these were his numbered men, just as the LORD 
had commanded Moses.  

"Scripture quotations taken from the New American Standard Bible®, 
Copyright © 1960, 1962, 1963, 1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 

1975, 1977, 1995 by The Lockman Foundation  
Used by permission." (www.Lockman.org) 

http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�
http://www.blueletterbible.org/tools/printerFriendly.cfm?b=Num&c=4&t=nasb�

